
December 23, 2007 Sick List 
Please pray for those who are ill and those who care for them:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 * * * 
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                        * * * 
40 Hour Prayer Vigil for Murder Victims 

     Once again we will host the end of the year vigil in re-
sponse to the suffering experienced from the violence in our 
city this year.  This 40 hour vigil of prayer and fasting gives us 
the opportunity to pray for the murder victims and their fami-
lies as well as to pray for peace in the new year. 
     The vigil will begin at 1:00 pm on Saturday, December 
29th and continue until 5:00 pm on Monday, December 31st.   
     Nine Camden parishes will have a time frame to come and 
pray.  St. Joan of Arc’s time is schedule for Saturday, Decem-
ber 29th from 1:00 to 6:00 pm.  However, all are welcome to 
come and pray at any time, day or night, during the vigil. 
Please come! 

  * * * ����
5th Sunday Collection Next Weekend 

Next weekend’s Second Collection will be our 5th Sunday 
Collection.  Proceeds from this collection will be used to offset 
heating costs for our parish buildings.  Thank you for your 
continued support.   

Sat 12/22/07 4:00 pm Rita Dabbundo/Del Vecchio Family 

Sun 12/23/07 10:30 am Jose, Josefina & Gonzalo Gonzalez/ 
Sonia Q. Zuchowski 

Mon 12/24/07 8:00 am 
 

4:00 pm 
6:00 pm 

Mary T. Kavanagh/Bob & 
 Ellen Healey 

Anna M. Ostruski/Family 
Open 

Tue 12/25/07 10:00 am Mary Nikituk/Joe Nikituk 

Wed 12/26/07 8:00 am Joseph Levenette/Swisco & Friends 

Thu 12/27/07 8:00 am Robert Laarkamp/Marge Laarkamp 

Fri 12/28/07 8:00 am Holy Souls in Purgatory/Ernest 
& Helen Butler 

Sat 12/29/07 4:00 pm Henry Laarkamp/Marge Laarkamp 

Sun 12/30/07 10:30 am Fr. John O’Connor/Joe &  
Grace Iacovino 

  12:00 pm People of the Parish/Fr. Ken 

  12:00 pm Dec’d. Mem. of Canzanese Family/ 
Patty  
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The People’s Tithe 
Third Sunday of Advent: $.00 

Thank you for your continued generosity! 

* * * 

* * * 
Sanctuary Lamp 

The Sanctuary Lamp is burning this week  
In memory of Chester Van King 

Requested by the Beacon and Fletcher Families 

* * * 

Entered Eternal Rest 
Elizabeth B. Staller  
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From the Pastor 

Dear Parishioners, 
  
 Thanks to everyone who helped with the "Hanging of the 
Greens" last Sunday.  A special thanks to Debbie Carroll and Mary 
Anne O'Shea for leading the team and doing such a great job!  The 
church is now prepared for the coming of the Savior this week. 
 An insert in the bulletin gives the names of the many vol-
unteers, both children and adults.   Many thanks to all of them. 
 Thanks, too, to Patty Williams and Joan Riley for their 
heartfelt presentations about their experiences in New Orleans after 
Hurricanes Katrina and Rita.  They helped to all to give thanks 
during these Advent and Christmas seasons. 
 
 During this time of Advent, we have been hearing a lot 
from the prophet Isaiah, who was speaking to the people of Israel 
while they were involuntary immigrants in a foreign country.   He 
knows their struggles and their difficulties.   He realizes that they 
have lost their Temple and their political and economic power. 
 In the midst of their loss and suffering, the people of Israel 
hear from Isaiah a message of hope.   The first message is that God 
is with them, "Emmanuel," in the midst of their troubles.   God 
does not abandon them.  God continues to walk with them in loss 
and failure, just as God did during their victory and success. 
 The second message is that there is hope for the future.   
The people will return to their homeland, they will rebuild their 
Temple and they will flourish again. 
 In the meantime, however, the people had to experience a 
change of heart.  First, they had to recognize something about God.   
Second, they had to recognize something about themselves. 
 Regarding God, they had to recognize that God was not 
merely a family God (of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob), nor merely a 
national God (of Israel), but that God is the God of all people.  God 
is concerned, then, not merely about them, but about all people, in 
particular the poor, the weak, the outcast, the immigrant. 
 Secondly, the people of Israel had to recognize that they 
were brothers and sisters to all people, and therefore had to be a 
"light to all of the nations."   Their light was to be a light of justice 
and peace.   Justice meant outreach to all those in need and all of 
those who are mistreated by others. 
 As hearers of the words of the prophet Isaiah, we need to 
recognize those two truths about God and ourselves.  God is not 
our private possession and we are not isolated individuals pursuing 
our own self interest. 
 All of us are descendants of immigrants, voluntary or in-
voluntary. Christmas is a time to give thanks that our God is the 
God of all of the immigrants, our ancestors, ourselves and our pre-
sent day neighbors.   Many blessings on all of the immigrants. 
 
    Peace, 
    Fr. Hallahan 
       

* * * 
Reminder! 

There will be no Religious Education classes on  
Sunday, December 30, 2007 and January 6, 2008.  
Classes will resume on Sunday, January 13, 2008. 

    A Family Perspective 
The child born to Jesus and Mary was named Em-
manuel, which means “God is with us.”  Christmas 
reminds us every child is a sign of God’s miraculous 
presence in our lives.  When you look at a child 
think “Emmanuel—God is with us!” 
 

* * * 
Stewardship Reflection 
Christian Stewardship 

     “As each one has received a gift, use it to serve 
one another as good stewards of God’s varied 
grace.”  (1 Peter 4;10) 
     Christian Stewards receive God’s gifts grate-
fully, cherish their gifts responsibly, share their 
gifts of time, talent and treasure in justice and love 
returning these gifts with increase. 
 

* * * 
�����������������������������������������	��
���	�
 ��

��
�������
�������������
�	���	������
�����������������
���
�� ����
����!�"�#	��"	������"	�

$������������
�����������������
"	�����
��
�����
��
"� ���

 

* * *  
January CAP Schedule 

     The CAP (Child Assault Prevention Program) sessions are part 
of the Diocese of Camden’s program of prevention under the 
Charter for Protection of Children and Young People.  These ses-
sions teach attendees the mechanics of reporting child physical 
and sexual abuse as well as bullying concepts and how to help 
children feel safe, strong and free. 
     Over the past years, there have been many of these sessions 
already offered throughout the diocese.  The Diocese of Camden 
requires all adults in regular contact with children to attend one of 
the sessions.  Diocesan Policy requires adults to attend once every 
five years. 
     The following sessions will be offered in January: 
 

  Tue., Jan. 22, 2008, 7:00 pm, St. Vincent Pallotti, 
 Haddon Townhip, Memorial Hall 
 

 Wed., Jan. 23, 2008, 7:00 pm, St. Joseph, Woodstown, 
 Parish Center 
 

 Thurs., Jan. 24, 2008, 7:00 pm, Guardian Angels School 
 Paulsboro Campus 
     To attend one of these classes, please call the CAP registration 
line in the Office of Safe Environment for Children, Youth and 
Young Adults at (856) 583-6165 or email ddig-
gons@camdendiocese.org to register.  Please register at least five 
days before the session you would like to attend. 


